" Making
her mark

Raton native
designs look
for busy corner

By BETTA FERRENDELLI
Staff writer

DEMVER - Carole Kastler found her career niche
aboul a year ago, and today, she's reudy 10 use her
talents to spruce up her hometown.

Kastler, bom and raised in Raton, last year opened
Cumelol Design, a Denver husiness specializing in
landscaping and foral designing, interior plantscaping
and consulling.

Al lgast temporarily, Kastler's job has taken her
back o her toots. She has completed the landscape
and planting design for the Raton Welcome and
Tourist Information Center plot at the busy
interscetion of South Sccond and the Clayton
Highway. .

Kastler did several designs for the center, including

a bird's-eye view of the facility landscaped with a
variety of trees, picic tahles and rest arcas, a nature
trail, 2 path accessible far wheelchairs and parking
capabilities for motorists with all types of vehicles,
10 an educational garden including flower beds with
wild, perennial and native Mowers and grasses. The
bads will be marked with the types of flowers
included, Kasfler said.

*"The flower beds will include selections of wild,
native and percunial flowers, so that when visitors are
at the center and ara enjoying a walk around the
gardens and stop and say "what kind of {lawet is that?’
they will be able to {ind that kind of inlormation,”
she said,

' And il the finished product looks anything fike
© Kastler's design, then the welcome center is in siore

Continyed tfrom page 1
tor a nice and mach-needed facelift,

The Weleome Cenlér recently received $40,000 in
city-allocated moncy lo improve the outside
appearanee, which includes the landscaping, paving,
curb and guler lov the area, Jolf Neal, excrutive
dircetor for the Raton Chamber and Economic
Development Council, Inc., said.

Kastler compleicd her drawings for the center last
October, bar it will be awhile before acieal work on
the landscaping project begins this summer, Neal

. gaid, There are several sieps thal come first, The

sprinkler system has becn ordered angd proparations are
being mada for the cement parking 1ot and sidewalk.
Work on the spriakler system is expected to begin
within the next month, he said.

Kastler's landscape was designed so thal when
Ralon aclually does acquire & new, pormancnt
buiidiug, the landscaping and parking lot argas will
nol have @ be moved,

The new destgn for the welcome center will pive
tourists wha sitop at the ecnter 4 chance 1o relax
belore heading on. :

"The design adds contour 10 the center and
haopelully will be inviting enough that it will make
vigilors wunt to slop and stay for awhile befare
mivving on, This will be something good for Raton,”
Kasiler said.

Kastler said the Raton job pave her double pleasure,
becanse she grew wp here in the hills of northeastern
New Mexico, and just because she enjoys her job.

“Cften, when it comcs 1o landscaping
wnprovements or additions for a home, people don't
have any idea where (o begin. A telephone book is a

great place o sian,” she said. A majority of Kastler's
contacts come lmom referrals.

One of the most imporient steps in any design
process, Kastler said is to keep their end goal in
mind, "Il i§ imporkant, during the entire process, that
peaple not lose sight of bow they want their area to
look. It is one of the higgest mistakes peopls make,”
she sald. Az the goal comes closer to reality, that's
when Kastler's work beging 10 pay off.

Kastler works oul of her home near the Denver
University-Washington Park area. Her business caters
mastly to residential custemers, but also includes a
small numier of commercial clients.

I brings her a great amount of satisfaction and
Measure. "I have fonnd my niche, T love doing it,”
shis said,

Finding her niche, though, came over a period of
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"The design adds contour to
the center and hopetully will
be inviting enough that it will
make visitors want to stop
and stay for awhile before
moving on. This will be

something good for Raton."”
Garple Kastler
Landscaper
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imeg, Kastler had originally planmed o sludy
oceanography, "AL a very young age, I was always
micrested in ships, sharks and dolphins. My mom
used 10 check books out of the libeary Tor me so 1
could read about them,” Kastler said, $he spent two
years al the University California of San Dicgo,
studying occanography. Following & year's hialus,
Kastler wransferred 10 the University of Calilornia
Santa Barbara, but, alter one semester, decided o
swilch her major w0 environmental studies, with an
emphasis in gengraphy. Chemisiry was one of the
reysons Kastler sicered away from-her ariginal MEJOF,
but perhaps the most prevalent reason for the switch
was that Kastler happened 10 be taking a class in her
everiual major. [t was then she began (o realize this
is where she should be, "My mied jusi seem
;;ork g{li:mg the game lines of Iandscapitg and desci:rn[.?
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Kastler moved to Denver from Santa Barbara in
1982. Alier doing the predictable jub-hunting roule of
sending resumes and fotlow-up letlers, Kastler landed
a job with Tagawa, a Japanese landscaping firm in
south metro Denwer, TL was thers that Kastler got her
start. From there, she moved on o work with the
Beardstey/Miller Corpotation in the Inverness
Business Purk. She resigned in 1988 withoul another
job offer, Tt was time 10 mowe on,” she said,

It was during that she was contemplating having
her own business. By this time, Kastler had acquired a
vast amount of landscape experience, enabling her 1o
venlure out on her own, cvenwally earning her (he
chance to design the look oF her hometown's busicsy
SUCCt CotneT, .

CAROLE KASTLER OPENED BUSINESS LAST YEAF‘I’:
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